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The Zero Carbon Act sets a framework for the
transition to a low emissions and climate resilient
future
Establishes an independent Climate Change
Commission
Sets in place a target for 2050
Sets a system of emissions budgets and emission
reduction plans
Legislates for a National Climate Change Risk
Assessment and a National Adaptation Plan
New Zealand gross emissions 2017
Source: New Zealand Greenhouse Gas
Inventory 1990-2017, published April 2019

The role of the Climate Change Commission and
Government
Climate Change
Commission established

Nov 2019

Commission gives advice to the
Government on budgets and plans

Commission expected to publicly consult on draft
emission budgets and advice for meeting them

Jan 2020
Bill enacted,
sets 2050 target

Government likely to consult on
emissions reduction plan Dec

Feb 2021

First National Climate
Change Risk Assessment

2021

Government publishes
emissions budgets and
Emissions Reduction Plan

First National Adaptation Plan

What next?
Our first Emissions Reduction Plan
• The government will need to develop and implement a
comprehensive set of policies to drive down emissions
• We are required to ensure we have supporting policies to reduce the
impacts on regions, iwi/Maori, and vulnerable communities and
make sure this is a ‘just’ transition
Our first National Adaptation Plan
• Determine the risks New Zealand faces through a National
Climate Change Risk Assessment
• Use this assessment to develop a National Adaptation Plan

What does this mean for the Waikato region
region??
•
•
•
•
•

The Waikato region is our fourth largest regional economy with primary
production a major contributor
The region hosts mineral exploration and development operations including coal,
aggregates and iron sands
Processing industries such as dairy, meat and timber processing
It is an important transport corridor between Auckland and Cambridge
Waikato hosts electricity infrastructure critical to New Zealand including our
largest thermal generator

