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21 June 2020 

 

Committee Secretariat 

Environment Committee 

Parliament Buildings 

Wellington 

 

Ki ngaa mema o te Koomiti o taa tatou taiao, teenaa koutou, 

Waikato River Authority Submission on the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Bill 

The Authority thanks you for the opportunity to submit on the proposed Bill. The Authority wishes to record 

that we were not consulted at any stage of development for the Fast-track Consenting Bill.  

Please find attached the Waikato River Authority submission.  

Should you have any queries regarding the content of this submission please contact Julian Williams, 

Principal Advisor, Policy and Engagement directly on 021 379 310 or by email julian@waikatoriver.org.nz 

 

Naaku iti, naa 

 

 

 

 

Bob Penter 

Chief Executive 

  

mailto:julian@waikatoriver.org.nz
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The Waikato River Authority 

1. The Submission is from the Waikato River Authority (the ‘Authority’).  The Waikato River Authority 

(WRA) and Waikato River Clean-up Trust (WRCuT) were established under the Waikato-Tainui 

Raupatu Claims (Waikato River) Settlement Act 2010 with the purpose of acting as an independent 

entity on behalf of the river. To reflect the aspiration of co-management, the board of the authority 

consists of a representative of each of the five river iwi authorities (Tūwharetoa Māori Trust Board, 

Te Whakakitenga o Waikato-Tainui, Raukawa Settlement Trust, Te Arawa River Iwi Trust and 

Maniapoto Māori Trust Board) and five Crown representatives. 

2. The Ngā Wai o Maniapoto (Waipā River) legislation was enacted in 2012 to include the upper 

catchment of the Waipā River through to its junction with the Pūniu River. This Vision & Strategy 

now applies to the whole of the Waikato and Waipā river catchments 

3. The purpose of the Authority is to:  

(a) set the primary direction through the Vision and Strategy to achieve the restoration and 

protection of the health and wellbeing of the Waikato and Waipaa Rivers for future 

generations; 

(b) promote an integrated, holistic, and co-ordinated approach to the implementation of the 

Vision and Strategy and the management of the Waikato and Waipaa Rivers; and  

(c) fund rehabilitation initiatives for the Waikato and Waipaa Rivers in its role as trustee for the 

Waikato River Clean-up Trust. 

4. The Authority has had no involvement, or direct engagement, in the development of the COVID-19 

Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Bill.   

5. The Authority makes this Submission, in accordance with its functions, in order to promote the 

Vision and Strategy for the Waikato River and the spirit of the founding river and co-management 

settlement acts. 
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Submission from the Waikato River Authority on the COVID-19 
Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Bill  

Introduction 

6. The Authority supports the intent of the Bill to promote employment growth to support Aotearoa and 

its recovery from the economic and social of COVID-19 and to support the certainty of ongoing 

investment.  The Authority has also undertaken its own measures, within currently funded projects, 

to support Iwi, hapuu, marae and communities, through the COVID-19 period. 

7. Since its establishment in November 2010, the Authority has worked collaboratively with the 

Waikato and Waipaa River Iwi and Waikato Regional Council partners and many other stakeholders 

to achieve the Vision & Strategy. This includes funding over $50M towards projects and informing 

national and regional policy to improve water quality, access, fisheries habitat, protect waahi tapu, 

capture history by iwi, restore habitat whilst ensuring economic balance for the community.  

8. The Authority has reservations that the proposals may impact some of our regional decisions 

including joint decision making for referred projects, and scope of infrastructure upgrades where 

they relate to the Waikato and Waipa Rivers.  

9. The Authority understands that Expert Consenting Panels (ECP) will be established to process any 

resource consent applications and notices of requirements (NOR) associated with listed or referred 

projects. Where activities that require resource consents relate to the Waikato River catchment, the 

Authority (in discussion with Waikato River Iwi) already hold rights to the appointment of 

independent commissioners and co-appoint the Chair of hearing committees. These must continue 

within the catchment.  

10. The Authority will also advise Te Arawhiti of expectations and obligations to the Waikato and 

Waipaa River legislation to ensure that ECP’s further the Vision and Strategy for the Waikato River 

in their decision making for referred and listed projects.  

Support for the Waikato and Waipaa River Iwi submissions 

11. The Authority provides this submission with an overview of the Waikato and Waipaa Rivers. For a 

better understanding of the impact on the taangata whenua and their mana whakahaere (rights, 

authority and control), the Authority supports the submissions of each iwi, hapuu and marae 

associated to the Waikato and Waipaa Rivers. 

12. The Authority advises the Committee to read the Waikato and Waipaa river Iwi, Hapuu and Marae 

submissions in conjunction with this submission.  

Structure of the Authority’s submission 

13. This submission provides an overview of the Waikato River Catchment and then further responses 

and recommendations to the COVID-19 Recover (Fast-track Consenting) Bill.  
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The Waikato River Catchment 

This section provides an overview of the catchment and some of the strong influences contributing to the 

achievement of the Vision & Strategy.  

The Waikato River 

14. The Waikato River is the longest river in Aotearoa. As a gift from Ruapehu to his sister Taupiri, she 

starts her journey from the central North Island volcanic zone and flows into Lake Taupo and 

continues north where it flows into the Tasman Sea at Te Puuaha o Waikato (Port Waikato). The 

catchment area begins at Huka Falls and is approximately 14456 square kilometres in size. The 

main stem of the river is 336km long, with about 22478km of tributaries.  

15. Since the mid 1300s, the Waikato and Waipaa rivers and their lands have been, and are, home to 

many iwi (tribes), hapuu (sub-tribes) and marae. Marae and communities were established near the 

safety and provisions of the rivers. The river is like a mother. It nurtures, provides food, heals and 

comforts, while continuing to create life everywhere its waters extend. 

16. Early European settlers were traders and missionaries. Maaori resistance towards land sales to 

increasing numbers of settlers was followed by the invasion of the 1860s. Under the 1863 New 

Zealand Settlements Act, the Crown confiscated approximately 1.2M acres of land from Tainui iwi. 

After the invasion, European settlers cleared, drained and developed the land.  

17. From the 1880s dairy farming was the main agricultural activity in Waipaa and Waikato areas. Small 

towns grew near dairy factories. Settlements also grew around coal mines forestry and aggregate 

areas. Hamilton, on the Waikato River, became a busy centre of economic activity. 

18. In the 1960s and 1970s, the Government provided incentives to promote sheep and cattle farming 

and bush clearing. Subsequently more land was put into farms and forestry along the entire 

Waikato and Waipaa rivers. Much of this was marginal land and could only be farmed with the use 

of fertilisers. 

19. The Waikato River, its tributaries and lakes support many communities including the Hamilton City 

as the fourth largest city with a population of 160,911 (2018 Census). It also sustains the Auckland 

City population by providing around 34% of its municipal water needs, over the past 12 months.  

Through the nine hydro dams along the Waikato River, it provides about 10% of New Zealand’s 

electricity with a potential 31% more electricity by thermal production and cooling at the Huntly 

Power Station. It is a major contributor to the nation in many ways.  

Te Ture Whaimana o te Awa o Waikato (Vision and Strategy) 

20. The Act recognises the Vision and Strategy for the Waikato River, set out in Schedule 2 of the Act.  

(The Vision and Strategy is attached as an Appendix 1 to this Submission) 

21. Section 5(1) of the Act provides: 

"the Vision and Strategy is intended by Parliament to be the primary direction-setting 

document for the Waikato River and activities within its catchment affecting the Waikato 

River." 

22. The definition, or scope, of the Waikato River is defined in the Waikato-Tainui Raupatu Claims 

(Waikato River) Settlement Act 2010, by Waikato-Tainui iwi as: 



 

| Page 5 

“The Waikato River is a single indivisible being that flows from Te Taheke Hukahuka to Te 

Puuaha o Waikato (the mouth) and includes its waters, banks and beds (and all minerals 

under them) and its streams, waterways, tributaries, lakes, aquatic fisheries, vegetation, 

flood plains, wetlands, islands, springs, water column, airspace, and substratum as well as 

its metaphysical being.” 

23. The Act gives the Vision and Strategy a unique and pre-eminent weight in RMA planning 

documents.  By way of summary:  

(a) the Vision and Strategy is a central element of the unique legislation enacted in relation to the 

Waikato and Waipaa Rivers; 

(b) the Vision and Strategy is intended by Parliament to be the ‘primary direction setting 

document’ for the Waikato and Waipaa Rivers; 

(c) the legislation reflects a long history and recognises the mana of the rivers themselves, and 

the significance of the relationship between the Iwi and the rivers;  

(d) the Vision and Strategy is unique under the RMA in that it has been incorporated directly into 

the Waikato Regional Policy Statement (RPS), and the rest of the RPS must be consistent 

with the Vision and Strategy; 

(e) the Vision and Strategy prevails over any inconsistent provision in a National Policy 

Statement (NPS) or the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement (NZCPS), and amendments 

cannot be made to RMA planning documents to give effect to an NPS/NZCPS, if that would 

make the document inconsistent with the Vision and Strategy; and  

(f) a regional plan must ‘give effect to’ the Vision and Strategy. 

24. The Act confers on the Authority broad functions relating to the Waikato and Waipaa Rivers for the 

purpose of implementing the Vision and Strategy.  In particular, section 23(2) of the Act states that 

the functions of the Authority are to: 

"(a) engage with and provide advice to local authorities on amending Resource Management 

Act 1991 planning documents to make them give effect to the Vision and Strategy; 

 (b) engage with and provide advice to the range of agencies with responsibilities relating to 

the Waikato River, including, without limitation, local authorities and biosecurity, 

conservation, and fisheries agencies, to achieve an integrated, holistic, and coordinated 

approach to the implementation of the Vision and Strategy in the management of the 

Waikato River:" 

25. In addition, the Authority, as Trustee of the Waikato River Clean-up Trust (WRCuT), administers a 

$220M clean-up fund for the Waikato River, to invest into restoration projects over 30 years. Since 

2011, the WRCuT has co-invested over $50M to approximately 280 projects.  

26. In relation to the funding, the report by the Controller and Auditor General titled “Crown Investment 

in Freshwater Clean-up” stated:  

“The Authority publishes an annual funding strategy that describes the priority projects for 

the Waikato River Clean-up Trust and the Authority each year. It publishes this funding 

strategy before the funding round for that year.  
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The funding strategy aims to provide clarity and transparency about clean-up priorities. It 

also demonstrates the importance of a regulatory framework to support the Authority’s 

vision and strategy, and promotes a cohesive, prioritised, and co-ordinated approach to 

freshwater clean-up.” 

The Waikato and Waipaa River Restoration Strategy 

27. The Waikato and Waipā Rivers Restoration Strategy has been developed to maximise opportunities 

to realise the Vision & Strategy for the Waikato River catchment. Through the Waikato-Tainui 

Raupatu Claims (Waikato River) Settlement Act 2010, Ngāti Tūwharetoa, Raukawa and Te Arawa 

River Iwi Act 2010, and Ngā Wai o Maniapoto Waipā River Act 2012, the Waikato River Authority 

(WRA) was given two powerful tools to restore and protect the health and wellbeing of the Waikato 

River for future generations. https://www.restorationstrategy.nz/ 

28. Firstly, the Vision & Strategy would coordinate and influence all Acts and policy as it sits at the top 

of the planning hierarchy under a range of legislation (and in the RMA context prevails over a 

National Policy Statement). Secondly, the Crown allocated $220 million over 30 years to support the 

clean-up of the rivers.  Noting that the Authority has a limited fund, it was our duty to ensure that the 

restoration fund was going to be used for actions that achieved the best outcomes for the Waikato 

and Waipaa Rivers. 

29. The Waikato and Waipā River Restoration Strategy (the Restoration Strategy) identifies specific, 

technically achievable and prioritised actions for future on-the-ground restoration works throughout 

the catchment. It is intended to be used by organisations that either fund or undertake restoration 

activities for the health and wellbeing of the Waikato and Waipa rivers. The strategy covers a wide 

range of restoration and protection activities in the catchment and focuses on six core work 

streams: erosion and sedimentation, water quality, biodiversity, fish, access and recreation and 

cultural values.   

30. The projects identified and prioritised within the strategy have been conceived and developed by a 

range of stakeholders and technical and local experts, including individuals from iwi authorities and 

marae, central and local government, Crown Research Institutes, non-government organisations, 

industry and members of the community. Specific iwi priorities were also developed and prioritised 

by each river iwi. 

31. The total budget for the strategy is $340 million. This is an estimate based on $170 million from the 

WRCuT and $170 million from other funding sources. There are 195 priority projects that have 

identified over 3,800km of fencing, and 21,000 hectares required.  

32. A report by the Controller and Auditor General titled “Crown Investment in Freshwater Clean-up” 

stated “The Authority’s vision and strategy provides guidance and a plan to ensure that funding 

decisions are informed and complemented by a five to 15-year clean-up Restoration Strategy. In 

our view, this supports freshwater clean-up projects to be integrated, prioritised, co-ordinated, and 

likely to have a long-term and cumulative effect on freshwater quality. We believe that this will 

ultimately increase overall funding effectiveness for the Waikato region.” 

Further funding towards the restoration strategy, by the Government, would generate many job 

opportunities for the Waikato region and its communities. The projects are 5-15 years, ready to 

implement and would contribute significantly to improving the purpose of Fast-track Consenting Bill.  

https://www.restorationstrategy.nz/
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Proposed Plan Change 1 to the Waikato Regional Plan (PC1) 

33. Since the introduction of the Vision & Strategy to the catchment, the Regional Policy Statement and 

subsequent resource management planning documents were appropriately amended. One of the 

most significant proposed plan changes has since commenced to address water quality.  

34. As notified, the objectives that PC1 seeks to achieve are: 

 Long term restoration and protection of water quality for each sub-catchment and freshwater 

management unit. 

 Social, economic and cultural wellbeing is maintained in the long term. 

 Short-term improvements in water quality in the first stage of restoration and protection of 

water quality for each sub-catchment and freshwater management unit. 

 People and community resilience. 

 Mana taangata – protecting and restoring taangata whenua values. 

 Whangamarino wetland contaminant loads are reduced in the short term. 

35. The Waikato Regional Council, Te Roopu Hautu, Waikato River Iwi and its communities have 

invested heavily in the development of PC1.  It is the outcome of a collaborative process in 

conjunction with taangata whenua, industry sectors, science advisors, communities and individual 

land owners.   

36. The decision was notified on 22 April, and the Authority is supportive of implementing PC1 in its 

current form, unless improvements are proposed, to better achieve the Vision & Strategy for the 

Waikato River.  

The Authority would not like to see this process undermined by any listed or referred project under 

the Fast-track Consenting Bill.  
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COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Bill  

The following text outlines the response of the Authority to the Fast-track Consenting Bill. 

37. The fast track consenting bill is designed to be repealed two years from the date of its assent.  

The Authority supports its repeal and will not support an extension of the Bill beyond July 2022.  

Treaty Settlement Acts  

38. The Authority reminds the Committee and the Minister that Te Ture Whaimana o te Awa o Waikato 

(Vision and Strategy for the Waikato River) is the primary direction setting document for the 

Waikato Waipaa Rivers, including its catchment.  

The Authority recommends that the Committee explicitly references the Vision and Strategy in the 

legislation.  And furthermore that the Vision and Strategy must not be undermined by any provisions 

in the legislation.  

39. Persons exercising functions and powers under this Bill must act in a manner that is consistent with 

the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi and with Treaty settlements. Specific mention is provided to 

the following Acts for the purposes only of this Bill, under the ‘Interpretation’ section: 

(i)  Ngā Mana Whenua o Tāmaki Makaurau Collective Redress Act 2014: 10 

(ii)  Ngā Wai o Maniapoto (Waipa River) Act 2012: 

(iii)  Ngati Tūwharetoa, Raukawa, and Te Arawa River Iwi Waikato River Act 2010 

The Authority recommends that the Committee also include the Waikato-Tainui Claims (Waikato 

River) Settlement Act 2010 to be specifically included in the ‘Interpretation’ section, noting that the 

Settlement Act is referred to it under Part 2 (clause 4) of the proposed Bill. This will further support 

the recommendation in s38 of this submission. 

Referred Projects under the Bill 

40. The Minister for the Environment will assess all referred projects to be considered under the fast-

track consenting process. As part of the assessment, Te Arawhiti (Office for Maaori Crown 

Relations) must compile a report for the Minister to capture Treaty Settlement provisions in relation 

to any referred projects. As part of that assessment, the Authority recommends the following:  

The Authority recommends that Te Arawhiti engage the Authority and Waikato River iwi to gather 

relevant information related to settlement acts and obligations of the Crown to the Waikato and 

Waipaa Rivers. This should occur immediately prior to any applications being lodged with the 

Minister. 

41. The Bill and consenting process diagram notes that an independent Expert Consulting Panel (ECP) 

will be established to process any resource consent applications and notice of requirements (NOR). 

The Authority notes the following: 

(a) Under s25 of the Waikato-Tainui Claims (Waikato River) Settlement Act 2010, the Authority is 

required to hold and maintain a register of accredited commissioners; 

(b) S26 of the Settlement Act 2010 states that a hearing committee must be established for any 

applications to the Council for resource consent — 
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i. to take, use, dam, or divert water in the Waikato River: 

ii. to be allowed to make a point source discharge to the Waikato River: 

iii. to do any activity listed in section 13 of the Resource Management Act 1991 in 

relation to the Waikato River. 

(c) The Settlement Act 2010 continues to outline the process for the appointment of the hearing 

committee to hear and make a decision on applications. In particular, that the hearing 

committee must consist of -  

i. a number of members appointed by the Council who are Resource Management Act 

1991 decision makers; and 

ii. the same number of members appointed by the Authority who must be persons 

whose names are recorded in the register; and 

iii. an independent chairperson jointly appointed by the Authority and the Council, who 

must be a Resource Management Act 1991 decision maker. 

The Authority recommends that the above process, prescribed in the Settlement Act 2010 prevail 

over the process outlined in the Fast-track Consenting Bill, within the Waikato River catchment. 

Work on Infrastructure 

42. The Bill enables specific works for certain existing public infrastructure to be undertaken as of right, 

subject to performance standards that follow best practice guidelines. Whilst the process is limited 

to the operation, replacement, and maintenance of, and minor upgrades to, existing public 

infrastructure solely within the road and rail corridor, the Authority notes the following points for 

recommendation and consideration by the Committee: 

(a) There are many road and rail corridors that traverse the Waikato and Waipaa Rivers, and its 

tributaries, wetland and lakes. This includes bridges, rail tracks (NIMT), roads and large 

culverts. These forms of infrastructure have an impact on achieving the Vision and Strategy 

and should be subject to achieving its objectives.  

(b) KiwiRail has recently noted the desire to construct a second 18km rail track, within its current 

corridor, on the edges of the Whangamarino Wetland. The Authority would not agree that, if 

desired by KiwiRail, this project would fall within the category of an “upgrade” and should be 

progressed under general RMA provisions.  

(c) Also, that current applications related to the taking of water from the Waikato River by any 

applicant, not be retracted from its current space in the consenting queue, and reintroduced 

as a referred project, or required infrastructure project under the fast-track consenting 

process. This includes the current applications waiting for decision by Watercare Limited. 
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Conclusion 

43. The Waikato River Authority is responsible for the implementation and advocacy for the Vision and 

Strategy for the Waikato River. This will only work through collaboration with the Government, 

Regional and District Councils, Waikato River Iwi and all of our communities. Therefore, the 

Authority must be engaged on all referred projects and infrastructural activities that impact the 

Waikato and Waipaa river catchment.  

44. The Vision and Strategy is the primary direction setting document for the catchment. Its position in 

the RMA and 19 other pieces of legislation is unprecedented, and its weighting must be protected. 

The anticipated legislation must not undermine its intent.  

45. The Authority looks forward to a response from the Environment Committee and inclusion of the 

recommendations outlined will work very closely with Waikato River Iwi and the Waikato Regional 

Council to develop more stringent rules that better achieve the Vision & Strategy for the Waikato 

River. 

 

Contact Person: Julian Williams  

Advisor, Policy and Engagement 

Email contact:  julian@waikatoriver.org.nz 

Postal Address: PO Box 9338, 21 Rostrevor Street, Hamilton 3204 

mailto:julian@waikatoriver.org.nz
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These words form part of the Vision 

and are taken from the maimai aroha, or 

lament, by Kiingi Taawhiao, the second 

Maaori King, in which he recorded his 

adoration for the Waikato River and the 

significance of the river as a treasure for 

all generations. These visionary words 

inspire the actions that will be necessary 

to restore the health and wellbeing of 

the Waikato River.

beautiful than the last

Tooku awa koiora me oona pikonga he kura 
the river of life, each curve more

tangihia o te maataamuri

Julian Williams
Text Box
APPENDIX 1: VISION & STRATEGY



6

In order to realise the Vision, the following Objectives will be pursued:

a. The restoration and protection of the health and wellbeing of the  

Waikato River.

b. The restoration and protection of the relationship of Waikato-Tainui with 

the Waikato River, including their economic, social, cultural, and spiritual 

relationships.

c. The restoration and protection of the relationship of Waikato River iwi according 

to their tikanga and kawa, with the Waikato River, including their economic, 

social, cultural and spiritual relationships.

d. The restoration and protection of the relationship of the Waikato region’s 

communities with the Waikato River including their economic, social, cultural and 

spiritual relationships.

e. The integrated, holistic and coordinated approach to management  

of the natural, physical, cultural and historic resources of the Waikato River.

f. The adoption of a precautionary approach towards decisions that may result in 

significant adverse effects on the Waikato River, and in particular those effects 

that threaten serious or irreversible damage to the Waikato River.

g. The recognition and avoidance of adverse cumulative effects, and potential 

cumulative effects, of activities undertaken both on the Waikato River and within 

its catchments on the health and wellbeing of the Waikato River.

h. The recognition that the Waikato River is degraded and should not be required to 

absorb further degradation as a result of human activities.

i. The protection and enhancement of significant sites, fisheries, flora  

and fauna.

j. The recognition that the strategic importance of the Waikato River  

to New Zealand’s social, cultural, environmental and economic wellbeing is 

subject to the restoration and protection of the health and wellbeing of the 

Waikato River.

k. The restoration of water quality within the Waikato River so that it is safe for 

people to swim in and take food from over its entire length.

l. The promotion of improved access to the Waikato River to better enable sporting, 

recreational, and cultural opportunities.

m. The application to the above of both maatauranga Maaori and latest available 

scientific methods.

oBJEcTIVEs For THE waIkaTo rIVEr
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To achieve the Objectives, the following Strategies will be implemented:

1. Ensure that the highest level of recognition is given to the restoration and 

protection of the Waikato River.

2. Establish what the current health status of the Waikato River is by utilising 

maatauranga Maaori and latest available scientific methods.

3. Develop targets for improving the health and wellbeing of the Waikato River 

by utilising maatauranga Maaori and latest available scientific methods.

4. Develop and implement a programme of action to achieve the targets for 

improving the health and wellbeing of the Waikato River.

5. Develop and share local, national and international expertise, including 

indigenous expertise, on rivers and activities within their catchments that 

may be applied to the restoration and protection of the health and wellbeing 

of the Waikato River.

6. Recognise and protect waahi tapu and sites of significance to Waikato-Tainui 

and other Waikato River iwi (where they so decide) to promote their cultural, 

spiritual and historic relationship with the Waikato River.

7. Recognise and protect appropriate sites associated with the Waikato River 

that are of significance to the Waikato regional community.

8. Actively promote and foster public knowledge and understanding of the 

health and wellbeing of the Waikato River among all sectors of the Waikato 

regional community.

9. Encourage and foster a ‘whole of river’ approach to the restoration and 

protection of the Waikato River, including the development, recognition and 

promotion of best practice methods for restoring and protecting the health 

and wellbeing of the Waikato River.

10. Establish new, and enhance existing, relationships between Waikato-Tainui, 

other Waikato River iwi (where they so decide), and stakeholders with an 

interest in advancing, restoring and protecting the health and wellbeing of 

the Waikato River.

11. Ensure that cumulative adverse effects on the Waikato River of activities are 

appropriately managed in statutory planning documents at the time of their 

review.

12. Ensure appropriate public access to the Waikato River while protecting and 

enhancing the health and wellbeing of the Waikato River.

sTraTEgIEs For THE waIkaTo rIVEr
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tHe area subJect to tHe Vision and strategy

As the Waikato River is important to all the people of the region, the 

ultimate measure of this Vision and Strategy will be that the Waikato River 

will be safe for people to swim in and take food from over its entire length.

The area that the Vision and Strategy applies to is the Waikato River from 

Huka Falls to Te Puuaha o Waikato and the length of the Waipa River to its 

junction with the Waikato River as shown in the map below. The Vision 

and Strategy also applies to the activities in the catchments affecting the 

Waikato River.

Lower
Waikato

Waipa
Upper Waikato

Te Puuaha o Waikato

Huka Falls
Legend

Waipa-Area C

Waikato River and Waipa River

Upper Waikato-Area B

Lower Waikato-Area A

Major lakes in the Waikato region
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PO Box 9338,
Hamilton
phone +64 7 8580412

email enquiries@waikatoriver.org.nz
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