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CE Message

The impacts of COVID-19 
extended to the hearing of 
Watercare’s application to 
take water out of the Waikato 
River catchment for supply to 
Auckland. The Board of Inquiry 
(BOI) (appointed by Environment 
Minister Hon. David Parker) had 
to consider how the hearing 
would be conducted under 
lockdown and/or social distancing 
restrictions. It seemed probable 
the hearing would, at least in 
part, be conducted via video 
conferencing. Te Whakakitenga o 
Waikato Incorporated (Waikato-
Tainui) and the Authority held 
a joint view that the hearing 
of this application must be 
in-person for multiple reasons 
including ensuring that interested 
persons had a fair opportunity to 
participate in the hearing, tikanga, 
and the importance of Waikato 
River and the 2010 Waikato River 
Treaty of Waitangi settlement.

It was significant that Waikato-
Tainui and the Authority agreed 
to their respective legal teams 
preparing a joint memorandum 
to the BOI to request a deferral of 
the hearing to enable an in-person 
hearing. I acknowledge Donna 
Flavell’s (Waikato-Tainui Chief 
Executive) support to finalise the 
joint memorandum within a very 
short timeframe.

Watercare opposed any delay to 
the hearing. The BOI considered 
the merits of respective arguments 
and determined to defer the 
hearing to early October. Our 
hope now is that the COVID alert 
level at that time will enable an 
in-person hearing to proceed.

Five Year Report presented to  
River Iwi and Crown
The Waikato River Authority has delivered a Five Year Report to the Crown 
and Waikato River Iwi on its effectiveness and progress to restore and 
protect the Waikato and Waipā rivers.

Co-Chairs Tipa Mahuta and Paula 
Southgate say while the Authority has 
clearly had areas of success, which 
are detailed in the Report, it is also 
acknowledged that much more needs  
to be done to restore and protect the  
river catchment.

The Co-Chairs say there is continued 
confidence in the Restoration Strategy 
for the Waikato River and Waipā River 
providing guidance and a blueprint for  
the most effective restoration initiatives.

The Co-Chairs say while they are 
conscious a lot has been achieved in the 
last ten years there is a need to continue 
to push harder. “We have talked about 
an 80-year time frame to see significant 

improvements in the rivers and catchment. 
Even this period is too long to wait for some 
and so we can’t afford to be complacent.”

The 80 page document is available at 
www.waikatoriver.org.nz.

As well as assessing the effectiveness of 
the Authority, the Report also contains 
a summarised analysis by NIWA of 
trends for selected indicators of Waikato 
River health. The NIWA report shows 
that despite the many actions that have 
been taken to improve the health of the 
Waikato River, ‘deteriorating’ and ‘as 
likely improving as deteriorating’ trends 
dominate the analysis.

Continued on next page...
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Fifty-three projects seek funding
The Waikato River Authority’s 2021 funding round has closed with 53 applications seeking funding  
of nearly $10 million.

More than a third of applications 
received are for projects led or co-led 
by marae, hāpū or iwi authorities.

This is the 11th round of funding to 
be made available by the Waikato 
River Authority since it was 
established at the end of 2010. This 
year the Authority has made up to 
$6 million available to fund projects 
which help restore and protect the 
Waikato River and Waipā River.

More than half the projects 
submitted, and worth about $6 
million, are for projects that are 
prioritised in the Waikato River and 
Waipā Restoration Strategy. 

Waikato River Authority Chief 
Executive, Bob Penter, says the 
quality of applications for funding is 
once again very impressive. “As well 
as being of high quality, there is a 
good spread of applications in terms 
of value, location and category of 
applicant. Consistent with the last 
few years, we again have seen a 
very strong representation from iwi-
led and iwi-partnered projects.”

The process to work through and 
evaluate the applications is now 
being carried out, with a final decision 
on successful projects made by the 
Waikato River Authority board in 

mid October. Applications were open 
for approximately two months and 
closed on 12 August 2021.

More information about the Waikato 
River Authority funding process and 
details on projects which have been 
successfully funded in the past is 
available at www.waikatoriver.org.nz.

Five Year Report presented to 
River Iwi and Crown
Continued...

Other content contained in the Five Year Report includes:

Advocacy: 

Details of the advocacy work the 
Waikato River Authority has been 
involved in on behalf of the awa. This 
involves submissions on national and 
regional policy and other promotion 
of the Vision & Strategy – Te Ture 
Whaimana o Te Awa o Waikato.

Five Case Studies: 

i. Gray and Marilyn Baldwin’s restoration 
of a wetland on their farm at Lichfield.

ii. The work carried out by the Ngāti 
Hauā Mahi Trust in the eastern and 
southern areas from Hamilton. 

iii. A Pūnui River Care case study details 
how the organisation has grown 
both to the benefit of people and the 
environment. 

iv. Environmental investment in the 
Waipā Catchment.

v. Kim and Stu Muir’s work in the lower 
Waikato River on whitebait habitat 
restoration.
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The work has also included restoration of the Wairere Steam 
which emerges close to the cave entrance.

The trust for the Pukeroa Hangatiki Land Blocks has undertaken 
the work with funding from the Waikato River Authority as well 
help from neighbouring businesses.

Te Anaureure (also known as Te Anauriuri) provided shelter 
to Chief Maniapoto in the 1600s and is consequently a site of 
special significance to Maniapoto iwi.

Work around the cave has included the removal of pest willow 
as well as fencing and replanting the Wairere Stream.

Project spokesperson Derek Wooster says the work has been a 
major step forward for the site, both from an environmental and 
cultural significance.

“We have an ongoing challenge to manage the weed regrowth 
in the area that we’ve worked on, but with the help of our 
community and partners we are hoping to make further 
improvements,” he says.

Representatives of Pukeroa Hangatiki Land Blocks Derek Wooster, 
Melissa Manawaiti and Tony Green at the entrance to Maniapoto’s 
Cave located between Otorohanga and Te Kuiti.

Improving the surrounds of Maniapoto’s cave
A project to restore the immediate vicinity of the treasured Maniapoto’s Cave in the King Country has  
made major improvements to the area.

“...with the help of our community and partners we are hoping to make further improvements”

http://www.waikatoriver.org.nz
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Working under COVID-19 restrictions
The Waikato River Authority continued to support mahi for the restoration of the awa during COVID-19 
lockdown restrictions.

While some projects funded by the Authority were necessarily 
held up during lockdown, most of the business of the Waikato 
River Authority was able to proceed.

Authority CE Bob Penter says “obviously Covid does have 
an impact on the delivery of projects, some more than others 
depending on what point the project is at.” Fortunately with all 
applications for the 2021 funding round having been lodged 

prior to lockdown, it means we can proceed with assessing 
applications without any major hold up. We expect to remain on 
track to announce which projects will be successful with funding 
later in October.”

The Waikato River Authority is well placed to work in a lock down 
environment (supporting applicants at a distance via technology) 
even though site visits were not able to proceed as normal.

Protect yourself 
and others from 
COVID-19

For updates and more information on  
keeping yourself safe, visit Covid19.govt.nz

PROTECT_A4_20/03

Wash your hands 
with soap and water 
often (for at least 20 
seconds). Then dry.

Cough or sneeze 
into your elbow or by 
covering your mouth 

and nose with tissues.

Clean and disinfect 
frequently touched 

surfaces and objects, 
such as doorknobs. 

Put used tissues 
in the bin or a bag 

immediately. 

Stay home if you  
feel unwell.

Don’t touch your eyes, 
nose or mouth if your 
hands are not clean.

Te Ture Whaimana review  
– a call for tenders

The Waikato River Authority is calling for tenders to carry out the work 
associated with the review of Te Ture Whaimana o Te Awa o Waikato 
(Vision & Strategy).

The Authority board previously decided 
to proceed with a review process which 
is required by law to happen at least 
every 5-10 years.

Through the review process it will be 
decided if there are to be any changes 
to the Vision & Strategy.

The Authority has appointed a panel 
to evaluate the tenders and make a 
recommendation to the board. 

The Request for Tender documents are 
available on the Waikato River Authority 
website at: www.waikatoriver.org.nz/
visionandstrategy. 

Hearing 
delayed on 
water take  
for Auckland
The Board of Inquiry which 
will decide if Auckland will be 
permitted to take an additional 
150 million litres of water a day 
from the Waikato River has 
delayed the hearing.

Because of COVID-19 restrictions, 
Waikato-Tainui (through Te 
Whakakitenga o Waikato) and the 
Waikato River Authority asked for 
the deferral of hearing which the 
Board of Inquiry agreed to.

It is now planned to start the 
hearing in the first week of October.

Waikato-Tainui and the Waikato 
River Authority are opposed to 
holding the hearings through an 
on-line forum, as it does not support 
tikanga or give the awa due respect.

The Minister for the Environment 
“called in” the application by 
Watercare to take more water from 
the Waikato River, deeming it a 
proposal of national significance 
under the Resource Management Act. 
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