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More water, but 
greater focus  
on the river
The decision to allow Auckland’s Watercare to take 
additional water from the Waikato River for the next 
20 years will also mean more resources to improve the 
wellbeing of the river.

A specially established Board of Inquiry called to consider the 
matter, decided that Watercare can take up to 300 million litres 
of water a day from the Waikato River to supply Auckland. The 
Waikato River Authority opposed the additional water being 
taken from the river.

Waikato River Authority Iwi Co-Chair Tipa Mahuta, says while 
it is disappointing the consent has been approved by the Board 
of Inquiry, the decision reaffirms that those using the river as a 
resource, must put the river first.

The Board of Inquiry decision was clear that any Waikato River 
resource users must provide betterment for the river rather than 
just seek to mitigate any effects that a resource activity may 
have on the river.

The Board of Inquiry decision also requires Auckland’s 
Watercare to make an annual payment of $2 million towards 
river restoration. The payment will be administered by the 
Waikato River Authority as part of its yearly funding, and will 
be allocated to restoration projects within the Waikato River 
catchment on a contestable basis.

Deputy Crown Co-Chair Dylan Tahau says the fact the $2 million 
will come to the Waikato River Authority shows confidence in 
the effective way the Authority has gone about funding clean-
up projects over the past ten years.

Waikato-Tainui is appealing the condition set by the Board of 
Inquiry to pay the $2 million to the Authority. The Authority has 
decided to appear and be heard at the appeal.

Increased strength for 
Te Ture Whaimana
The legislative importance of Te Ture Whaimana has 
been further reinforced with its inclusion in a new Act 
of Parliament.

The Resource Management (Enabling Housing Supply and 
Other Matters) Amendment Bill was signed into law at the 
very end of last year (20 December 2021). The new law, which 
deals with relaxing the rules around medium density housing, 
requires that Te Ture Whaimana be given effect to as part of 
any new housing development under the new legislation.

The inclusion of Te Ture Whaimana reinforces its primary 
direction setting status for activities that may impact the 
Waikato River.

The Waikato River Authority made a submission on the Bill 
before it was passed into law.

River swimming 
popular over summer

The hot and dry conditions in Waikato over summer saw a marked 
increase in the number of people swimming in the awa. A popular 
swimming spot in Hamilton is at the jetty on Wellington Street beach.
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Funding Strategy takes a  
three year view

This year’s Funding Strategy produced by the Waikato River Authority 
is taking a three year view to give greater planning certainty to funding 
applicants and to signal a commitment to funding multi year projects.

The strategy has been approved by the 
Authority board and is now subject to iwi 
and Crown consultation. An amount up 
to $6 million has been made available for 
the 2022 year.

The timing for this year’s round of funding is:

 • Funding round opens for applications  
6 June 2022

 • Funding applications close 4pm  
11 August 2022

 • Decisions announced to successful 
applicants in October 2022

The Funding Strategy is expected to be 
published at the end of next month (April) 
following iwi and Crown consultation.

Getting the message out
Waikato River Trails has recently installed signage acknowleging the 
support from the Waikato River Authority.

The Authority has awarded funding to Waikato River Trails across a number of years, 
primarily in the area of financial support for native planting of the river side trail.

This latest road-side sign is at the northern end of the Karapiro section of the river 
trail on Horahora Road. It is estimated about 50 people a day cycle or walk the trail 
past this sign, along with several hundred cars which pass on the road.

Three year

Funding Strategy  
2022-2024
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Koi control project underway
A project receiving nearly half a million dollars from the Waikato River Authority to look at ways of controlling koi 
carp is getting underway.

The project which is being delivered in a partnership between 
Te Riu o Waikato, Department of Conservation and Waikato 
Regional Council will see new methods and research 
approaches trialled for the control of the pest fish.

Koi churn up sediment to impact water quality, consume native 
aquatic plant species, and compete with other indigenous fish 
for food.

The new project, focussing on several lakes within wider 
Waikato River system, has got underway this summer.

Kerry Bodmin, Department of Conservation Freshwater 
Biosecurity Co-ordinator, says the four-year project goes beyond 
the existing work programmes DOC and WRC have in place for 
koi carp management.

“This integrated project is focused on learning by management; 
the removal of fish from waterways using traditional and new 
methods, and filling knowledge gaps to assist in managing koi 
numbers,” says Kerry Bodmin.

She says the goals for this project include reducing the rate 
of spread of koi by prioritising the installation of barriers, and 
supporting two community-led koi removal projects.

Tramaine Murray of Maniapoto Māori 
Trust Board at Te Puna o Te Roimata 

south of Otorohanga.

Koi are widely spread throughout the lower Waikato River system 
and are a popular target for bow fishing.

Puna project complete
A project by the Maniapoto Māori Trust Board to restore a much valued 
puna has been completed after four years work.

Te Puna o Te Roimata (spring of tears) 
is located south of Otorohanga.

The site is wāhi tapu and significant 
for Maniapoto and Waikato-Tainui 
iwi as the place where a meeting was 
held to confirm support for Pōtatau Te 
Wherowhero as the first Māori King.

The project has involved:

 • Fencing the site to exclude stock 
from the 1.8 hectare area around 
the puna

 • Creating a public access track and 
entrance way

 • Creation of a picnic area

 • Installation of pou

 • Planting 3,900 native plants
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Scholarships announced
The Environmental Research Institute’s Mātauranga Wai project at the 
University of Waikato has announced three summer research scholarships 
and a river kura internship with funding help from the Waikato River 
Authority and Waikato Regional Council.

The research work has an underlying theme of applying Mātauranga Māori to 
improve the health and wellbeing of the awa.

Summer internships are: Abbey Huriwai (Maniapoto, Waikato-Tainui) researching 
downstream passage to reduce hydro dam turbine mortality of tuna heke on the 
Waikato River. Stella McLean (Tuwharetoa) researching the strategic management and 
sustainable economic development on the Waikato River that provides for the cultural, 
social, environmental, and commercial wellbeing of Tūwharetoa. Kyea Watene-Hakaria 
(Raukawa) researching urban development growth in the South Waikato and its impact 
on the Waikato River and Raukawa.

River Kura Internship: Jazz Puriri (Ngati Wairere, Waikato-Tainui) was appointed to the 
internship and placed within the Tai-ranga-whenua team of the ERI.

Bob Penter 
Chief Executive

CE Message
Review of Te Ture Whaimana

The primary direction setting status 
of Te Ture Whaimana requires 
the Authority to consider the 
desirability of changes to it through 
5-10 yearly reviews.

The Authority’s board is particularly 
keen to ensure it remains relevant 
and impactful in guiding the 
restoration and protection of the 
Waikato and Waipā Rivers. To 
achieve this the board commenced 
a review of Te Ture Whaimana and 
publicly called for tenders to support 
the review process.

At a recent board hui the proposed 
review team presented on its 
capability to deliver a review that 
brings all views from the community 
to the table for consideration. The 
approach will heavily incorporate 
Mātauranga Māori and is being 
co-designed with River Iwi and 
the Crown. Any amendments to Te 
Ture Whaimana must go through a 
consultation and hearing process, 
and be recommended to River Iwi and 
the Crown by the Authority’s board. 
The review team is anticipated to 
commence this important mahi in the 
next couple of months.

(L-R) Stella McLean, Michelle Hodges (Waikato River Authority), 
Jazz Puriri, Kyea Watene-Hakaria, Abbey Huriwai.

Covid protocols - We’re at Red
The Waikato River Authority offices 
are operating at Red under the traffic 
lights COVID-19 Protection Framework. 
During this level, our offices are closed to 
the public and our staff will be working 
mostly from home.  

Some project site visits are still able to take 
place under Covid-19 safety protocols.

For more information on our operations 
during the traffic light system please 
contact enquiries@waikatoriver.org.nz

Protect yourself 
and others from 
COVID-19

For updates and more information on  
keeping yourself safe, visit Covid19.govt.nz

PROTECT_A4_20/03

Wash your hands 
with soap and water 
often (for at least 20 
seconds). Then dry.

Cough or sneeze 
into your elbow or by 
covering your mouth 

and nose with tissues.

Clean and disinfect 
frequently touched 

surfaces and objects, 
such as doorknobs. 

Put used tissues 
in the bin or a bag 

immediately. 

Stay home if you  
feel unwell.

Don’t touch your eyes, 
nose or mouth if your 
hands are not clean.


