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Vote for the awa
Local body elections are happening in
the next few weeks (16 September to 8
October), which is a timely reminder of
the important relationship the WRA has
with local authorities.
As a major implementor of policy and
plans, local councils have a big impact
on our environment and our awa.
The WRA has maintained positive
working relationships with all councils
in our 11-thousand square kilometre
catchment, and continuing to work
together is essential if we are to see
improved wellbeing for the Waikato
River and Waipā River.
While there is much for voters to consider,
clearly the future of the awa is uppermost
in our minds.
Ngaa mihi
Bob Penter
Chief Executive

Official blessing for
Te Ture Whaimana
The work to undertake a review of Te Ture Whaimana o Te Awa
o Waikato (Vision & Strategy for the Waikato River) has been
officially marked with a karakia at the base of Taupiri Maunga.
Te Ture Whaimana is the primary
direction setting document for all
activities around the Waikato River and
Waipā River catchments, and is backed
by Treaty settlement legislation.
The multi-year review project is the
most comprehensive reassessment
of the objectives and strategies
underpinning Te Ture Whaimana
since it was established 12 years ago.
The review is a co-designed process
between River Iwi and the Crown who
are the ultimate decision makers on
any potential changes.

team and approach confirmed and so
are ready to get underway.”

Co-chair Paula Southgate says the
review is one of the biggest tasks to
be undertaken by the Authority since
it was established.

Co-chair Tipa Mahuta says a
transparent and consultative process
is vital given the importance of the
awa to those who depend on it from
a cultural, social, environmental and
economic perspective. “All views need
to be heard and considered as part of
this review.”

“The scale and importance of the review
means we have had to be thorough in
our preparation, however we have our

The first stages of consultation on
the review will take place in the next
couple of months.

The morning karakia was attended by Waikato-Tainui including Te Arataura Chair Tukoroirangi Morgan together with board members and staff
from the Waikato River Authority as well as representatives of the consortium carrying out the review work on behalf of the Authority.
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Fish passage monitoring of Hamilton streams
shows what is working
A NIWA report has provided further
insight into the movement of native
fish following several years monitoring
Hamilton streams.
The project was first funded by the Waikato River
Authority a decade ago.
As part of the project, NIWA undertook work to
identify critical habitat bottlenecks and migration
barriers for whitebait populations in the lower
Waikato River catchment.
The project also carried out remediation work to
help fish movement at three Hamilton streams:
• Bankwood Stream flowing through Fairfield’s
Kukutaruhe Gully into the Waikato River
• Mangakotukutuku Stream at Waterford Road
• Gibbons Creek beside the Waikato River at
Parana Park.
While the fish passage work was mostly successful,
it also highlighted that even when best practice
solutions are utilised, site-specific factors can
still result in passage issues for some species.
The findings showed the importance of postremediation work monitoring of fish passage
solutions to ensure the modifications are effective at
enhancing fish movement of the target species.
The full NIWA report is available on the Waikato
River Authority’s website.

The Bankwood Stream outflow into the Waikato River. A rock ramp was installed
to help fish movement between the Kukutaruhe Gully and the Waikato River.

Payments to restore the awa ready to start
One of the key conditions to enable Watercare to take additional water from the Waikato River is set to
proceed now that all legal challenges have been removed.
As part of its resource consent to take up to 300 million litres
of water per day from the awa, Auckland’s Watercare has
committed $2 million per year to the Waikato River Authority for
river restoration.
This will take the form of an initial $2 million upfront payment,
with subsequent $2 million payments every year starting once the
consent is activated. The Board of Inquiry which heard the resource
consent application granted the consent for a 20 year period.
Waikato River Authority co-chair Tipa Mahuta says the
uncontested conditions underline the faith in the Authority to
oversee large scale restoration funding.
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“As the Authority has previously stated, we would rather that
the water wasn’t taken in such volume from the awa, however
following the decision to do so, we are pleased that something
is being given back to the Waikato River to contribute to its long
term wellbeing.”
The Waikato River Authority has routinely made up to $6 million
per year available in contestable river restoration funding since
it was established in 2010.

Prized stream gets restoration help
A stream prized for its valuable native fish habitat has been given an additional boost as a result of
Waikato River Authority funding.
The Ngakoaohia Stream which runs off the south eastern
slopes of Mount Pirongia has undergone several decades of
restoration, with the latest project taking nearly four years of
work. The stream goes through a dairy farm which has been
owned by various members of the Ormsby family for multiple
generations, and always in Māori ownership before that.
Ben Ormsby says it was his father who began the stream
restoration work about 30 years ago, but the recent work on
the main stem is the single biggest undertaking. Several other
springs and streams on the property have also been fenced
and planted.

The latest project has seen $50,000 of Waikato River Authority
funding go towards significant riparian planting as well as the
building of special rock structures in the stream to enhance
native fish habitat.
The project, which has just been completed, was funded in
2018. More than 9500 native trees and shrubs have been
planted, along with 3.8 kilometres of fencing. In total around
two hectares of stream side-land has been retired.
The Ngakoaohia Stream has long been a valuable breeding
ground for a variety of native fish including kokopu, kōura and
tuna. It is also a notable trout stream.

As well as significant native planting, the Ngakoaohia Stream has seen the
installation of five specialised rock structures to enhance the habitat for native fish.

Strong interest in Waikato River
Authority project funding
The Waikato River Authority has this year received applications totaling $11.5 million for projects to clean
up the Waikato and Waipā Rivers.
It is one of the strongest rounds of funding applications to be
received by the Authority.
There is up to $6 million available to be awarded as part of the
2022 annual funding round.
There were a total of 42 applications received with the largest
seeking $1.9 million of funding with the smallest requesting $15
thousand. There are a variety of applications received from a
wide range of applicants including river iwi, catchment groups,

landowners, community groups and businesses. Around half
of the applications work towards implementing projects in the
Waikato and Waipā River Restoration Strategy.
The projects will now undergo an evaluation process with
funding decisions made by the Waikato River Authority Board
in October.
Since the Authority was first established in 2010 it has funded
approximately $60 million to around 400 projects.
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Planting day for
Turangawaewae farm
Te Puea Pāmu, located close to its long term owner
Turangawaewae marae, is getting additional
environmental love these days thanks to whanau
and supporters.
The dairy farm has a seven hectare remnant wetland from
which a stream flows to the nearby Waikato River. Over time
the wetland has degraded, but thanks to a management plan
produced with funding help from the Waikato River Authority
improvement is on the way.
A planting day held at the farm wetland in July this year saw
600 plants put in the ground with the help of representatives
from Fonterra, Waikato-Tainui Nursery, Waahi Pa and
Waikato River Authority.
Helping at the planting day was 8 year old Neihana Manukau
(pictured above) from Waahi Pa marae. His great-great grand
parents Tuterangi Anini Tupaea and Poipoi Tupaea lived at
Turangawaewae marae and just like other whanau at the time
helped out on the farm.

Annual General
Meeting
The Waikato River Authority is hoping it can
return to an ‘in-person’ Annual General Meeting
format this year after COVID-19 restrictions
prevented this happening for the last two years.
The 2020 and 2021 AGMs were held on-line.
This year’s AGM is scheduled to take place on Friday 9 December
within the Waikato-Tainui rohe. The time and place will be
notified closer to the day.
The AGM has traditionally been moved around the Waikato
River and Waipā River catchments.
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